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For as long as he can 
remember, Martin 
Bodenham has wanted to 
write novels. That ambition 

was realised in 2011 when US publisher 
Musa Publishing agreed to publish his 
book, The Geneva Connection. It is a 
thriller about an investment banker who, 
after losing one of his biggest financial 
backers, unwittingly accepts money 
from a drug cartel. 

After three years as Partner with 
Ernst & Young, Martin left in 2001 to 
start a private equity firm, Advantage 
Capital. When not running it with his 
business partner, Martin immerses 
himself in writing and enjoys a peaceful 
life in Rutland with his wife, Jules. 

We caught up with Martin to talk about 
his life-changing move from corporate 
finance expert to published author. 

Q what encouraged you to 
write your first novel?

It was a case of art imitating life. About 
two years ago at Advantage Capital, 
we had a major investor default, which 
was a serious threat to our business. 
He pledged to give us a certain amount 
of capital over an agreed timescale, 
but couldn’t provide the cash when we 
needed it. That was the stimulus for the 
book, which is about a private equity 
firm that unknowingly takes money from 
an organised crime family to cover the 
shortfall from losing a major investor. 

Q have you always wanted 
to be a writer?

I wrote during the litigation to distract 
myself from the legal proceedings 
and found it rather therapeutic. I then 
offered a few friends and business 
contacts the chance to read it and many 
said I should try to get it published. One 
friend who is a writer read the opening 
three chapters and suggested I send it 
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to an American publisher because much 
of the story is set in the US, where I lived 
in the 1980s. 

I sent the first three chapters and 
a synopsis to a UK publisher, which 
eventually rejected it three months later, 
and a US one that emailed me back the 
following day. Musa Publishing said they 
loved the chapters and wanted to see 
the manuscript, which I sent across. 

Two days later, they got in touch and 
offered me a contract, which is when 
the old financial training kicked in. I 
thought, “Should I accept or see if other 
publishers like it?” 

A friend suggested I take the offer, as 
this was my first book and the balance of 
power was with the publisher. “If there’s 
a contract on the table, take it,” he said. 
I accepted in September 2011 and the 
book came out just before Christmas.    

Q what do you miss about 
working for ernst & Young?

Private equity firms are small animals 
unless you work for one of the big 
companies, so starting my own 
operation was quite a contrast for me 
because I had previously been with two 
of the Big Four firms for 10 to 11 years. 

At Ernst & Young, I was surrounded 
by lots of bright people from different 
backgrounds and it was an enjoyable 
environment to be in. I miss the 
camaraderie and banter, because when 
there are two of you running a small 
firm, it’s more like a marriage, which 
is good but not the same as being part 
of a big organisation. The people at 
Ernst & Young were a great bunch 
and I have fond memories of working 
with Nick Land, Nick Pasricha and 
Mark Molyneux. 

Incidentally, there is a Big Four firm 
mentioned in the book — but all characters 
are entirely fictional, in case any of my 
old colleagues were wondering… 

I wrote during  
the litigation to 
distract myself 
from the legal 
proceedings

 Learn more about martin’s books at 
www.martinbodenham.com

 Connect with martin: 
martin@advantagecapital.co.ukPh
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